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The conference explores the puzzle of how diverse outlaw 
groups (that is to say groups which are seen by the greater 
society as culturally and/or legally deviant and who also both 
see themselves in this manner and self-proclaim themselves as 
outsiders in one way or the other) become integrated into 
society. This is often accomplished in surprising ways, be it 
through fashion, commodification of subcultural trends, 
paradoxical exploitation of law, or through businesses that cut 
across legal and illegal markets. The conference examines how 
different deviant and outlaw groups, such as outlaw motorcycle 
clubs, street gangs, or other subcultural groups, reveal what it is 
about society that is normal, and in what manner society 
attempts to assimilate these aberrant groups into its larger 
system. The speakers will interrogate the ‘cultural politics of the 
outlaws’, i.e. the ways in which social and economic exclusion 
and inclusion are negotiated in socio-cultural practice and the 
ways in which the proliferating internal boundaries of society, 
often grounded in relations of inequality, are crossed and 
challenged by those deemed expelled, with the mechanisms 
used by agents of the dominant system to control them. 
Questions of cultural and economic appropriation of the 
aesthetics, economics and symbolism of the outlaw groups will 
be raised, as much as the ways in which outlaw groups make 
themselves marketable. 
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CONFERENCE PROGRAM

9:00 Registration & Coffee 

9:30 Welcome – Tereza Kuldova & Martin Sanchez-Jankowski

Session 1 – 9:45 – 10:45 
Chair: Tereza Kuldova, University of Oslo

GANGS AND THE PSEUDO-PACIFICATION PROCESS 
HOW IT’S ALL TOO EASY TO CONFUSE YOUR OUTLAWS WITH YOUR IN-LAWS

Steve Hall, Teesside University

GANGS, CULTURE, AND SOCIETY IN THE UNITED STATES
Martin Sanchez-Jankowski, UC Berkeley

Session 2 – 11:00 – 12:00
Chair: Veronique Pouillard-Maliks, University of Oslo 

THE AMBIGUITY OF GANG ‘LOOKS’
DIFFERENTIATING BETWEEN GANGSTER STYLE AND GANG APPEARANCE

Elke van Hellemont, KU Leuven

PROTECTING TRADEMARKS AND ‘CULTURE’ 
OUTLAW MOTORCYCLE CLUBS IN BETWEEN SUBCULTURE AND POPULAR 
CULTURE 

Tereza Kuldova, University of Oslo

Lunch Break 12:00 – 13:00 

Session 3 - 13:00 – 14:00
Chair: James Quinn (Skype)

‘FOR SOME OTHER REASONS?’
ETHNOGRAPHIC STUDY OF AN INTERNATIONAL OUTLAW MOTORCYCLE CLUB

Jussi Perälä, University of Helsinki

THE INTEGRATED APPROACH TO CONTAIN BIKER CRIME IN THE 
MEUSE RHINE EUREGION
Hans Nelen, Maastritch University 

Session 4 - 14:15 – 15:15
Chair: Simon Hallsworth, University Campus Suffolk

NO RESISTANCE AT THE POINT OF CONSUMPTION
LIBERAL CRIMINOLOGY, PROHIBITION AND ENJOYMENT

Simon Winlow, Teesside University

PRACTICES OF ANONYMITY IN LONDON SEX WORK 
Sophie Day, Goldsmiths

Session 5 – 15:30 – 16:30 
Chair: Jussi Perälä, University of Helsinki

ANTHROPOLOGY AND THE MAFIA
FEMALE HONOUR AND BLOOD FEUDS IN CALABRIA IN A HISTORICAL 
PERSPECTIVE

John Dickie, University College London

ARE CAMORRA GROUPS TRANSFORMING INTO OUTLAW GANGS? 
Ernesto Savona, Universita Cattolica del Sacro Cuore

Session 6 - 16:45 – 17:45
Chair: Martin Sanchez-Jankowski, UC Berkeley

STREET TALK AND STREET CAPITAL
Sveinung Sandberg, University of Oslo 

STREET POLITICS 
Simon Hallsworth, University Campus Suffolk

17:45 – 18:00
THANKS AND CONCLUDING REMARKS 



PAPER ABSTRACTS

SESSION 1

GANGS AND THE PSEUDO-PACIFICATION PROCESS
HOW IT’S ALL TOO EASY TO CONFUSE YOUR OUTLAWS WITH YOUR IN-LAWS

Steve Hall
Teesside University, UK
steve.hall@tees.ac.uk
This paper will attempt to examine and move beyond the romanticism with which 
popular culture and some branches of social science have approached the 
phenomenon of gangs. To do so it will offer a brief analysis of the complex role that 
armed gangs played in the shift from feudalism to the embryonic market economy in 
England. Using this analysis as a platform, it will introduce two related concepts, 
pseudo-pacification and the rebellion/conformity hybrid, which help to theorise 
capitalism’s complex relation to that which it professes to outlaw and that which 
threatens to transgress its laws and codes. This new thinking will help us to locate 
gangs and their ambivalent and pragmatic relation to law as a phenomenon that 
continues to sit comfortably in capitalism’s historical shift from physical violence to 
harnessed socio-symbolic competition.

GANGS, CULTURE, AND SOCIETY IN THE UNITED STATES

Martin Sanchez-Jankowski
Director of the Institute for the Study of Societal Issues, UC Berkeley
sanjan@berkeley.edu 
Gangs have been persistent in American society for more than two hundred years.  
Although they have generally been portrayed in both the popular and academic 
literature as “deviants” this conceptual framework has had difficulty explaining the 
gang phenomenon’s continued existence. This paper offers an alternative to the 
“deviance” framework that shows the gang as an integrated part of American cultural 
life and likely to remain so for the indefinite future.    

SESSION 2

THE AMBIGUITY OF GANG ‘LOOKS’
DIFFERENTIATING BETWEEN GANGSTER STYLE AND GANG APPEARANCE

Elke van Hellemont
KU Leuven, Belgium
elke.vanhellemont@law.kuleuven.be
These days gang fashion is part of a much wider youth culture (Arnold, 2001) and 
many young men are enjoying ‘gangsta style’ without ‘being’ a gang member. In 
fact, to create ‘gang looks’, gang members and young men rely on the same 
source of inspiration: a social imaginary about gangs mediated by a global 
mediascape (Appadurai, 2004).That is why it might be impossible to detect the 
‘true’ gangness of a young man’s appearance on the basis of its stylistic features 
alone. In this paper I show how gang members foremost create ‘a gang meaning’ 
t o t h e i r a p p ea ra n c e b y re l y i n g o n t e c h n i q u e s o f ‘ i m p re s s i o n 
management’ (Goffman, 1959). These techniques involve acts of performance as 
well as narration. As such, I claim that gangster style can only be set apart of 
‘gang  appearance’ by considering the meaning behind a young man’s 
appearance. That meaning is socially constructed as it is the outcome of an 
interaction between a young man’s performances and socially shared narratives 
(Van Hellemont, 2015). 

PROTECTING TRADEMARKS AND ‘CULTURE’   
OUTLAW MOTORCYCLE CLUBS IN BETWEEN SUBCULTURE AND POPULAR 
CULTURE  

Tereza Kuldova
University of Oslo
tereza.kuldova@iakh.uio.no
Today, most club logos and other important insignia of international outlaw 
motorcycle clubs are trademarked, following the early example of the Hells 
Angels Motorcycle Club that has first patented the their ‘death head’ logo in 
1972. The club logos, worn exclusively by full-patched members, are considered 
sacred and protected as such, both legally and extra-legally. Anthropologically 
speaking, these logos can be understood as totems that bind the exclusive 
brotherhoods together, encode values, internal rules, codes of behaviour and 
facilitate solidarity, respect, and loyalty, while conferring authority. As such, they 
are crucial to the survival and reproduction of the clubs, to their identity and to 
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what the members themselves call their ‘culture’. However, since the 50s, motorcycle 
clubs have been igniting public imagination, from instilling fear to arousing desire; 
they have been inspiring popular culture, from the Wild One to Sons of Anarchy. The 
Hells Angels MC in particular has become an American icon, a well-known ‘brand’ and 
subculture that only few know intimately, but everyone tends to have an opinion 
about. This has led to a proliferation of attempts to imitate the club logos, appropriate 
the dress code and aesthetics. The imitators want to possess some of the power 
associated with the club, which they perceive as desirable; internationally, police has a 
recording of attempts to ‘blend in’ through imitation and politicians in countries like 
Germany have been trying to pass laws to prohibit wearing patched OMC vests in 
public and thus ‘attack the clubs identity and intimidation power’, as they say. The 
paper will investigate these struggles over the trademarked logos and the ways in 
which different actors invoke discourses of culture, subculture, and identity, relating 
the analysis to a larger context of the rise of identity politics and neoliberal economy 
since the 90s. 

SESSION 3

“FOR SOME OTHER REASONS?”
ETHNOGRAPHIC STUDY OF AN INTERNATIONAL OUTLAW MOTORCYCLE 
CLUB 

Jussi Perälä
University of Helsinki
jussi.perala@helsinki.fi
In the paper I will discuss my ongoing ethnographic study of an international outlaw 
motorcycle club, which investigated the claim from the newest Finnish government 
proposal which ended up suggesting that the group accused of organized crime 
could originally be organized for some other reason than committing serious crimes. 
The study examines the collision of the legislation and the outlaw motorcycle 
subculture. Pragmatically the study focuses on the control put on the club members, 
their communality, social practices and moral codes, relationships and forms of 
solidarity. By examining other reasons for organizing themselves and how these 
reasons are related or are not related to the criminal actions of the club, the research 
provides novel insights for the debate of this hard-to-reach population. In my 
presentation I discuss how the powerful use of administrative actions is carried out in 
the Nordic welfare society where the trust in police has traditionally prevailed. I 
discuss how this community and people around it are being controlled and excluded 
by the society in the name of fight against organized crime both at the national and 
international level, something that prevents also their legal actions.

THE INTEGRATED APPROACH TO CONTAIN BIKER CRIME 
IN THE MEUSE RHINE EUREGION

Hans Nelen
Maastritch University
hans.nelen@maastrichtuniversity.nl
The Meuse Rhine-Euregion is an interesting geographical area for many reasons. 
As the area is surrounded by German, Belgian and Dutch borders, criminal 
activity flourishes. The extent of criminal involvement of biker groups in the area 
has increased. After a short overview of the nature of these criminal activities, the 
paper will critically analyze the integrated approach that has been designed to 
contain  biker crime. 

SESSION 4

NO RESISTANCE AT THE POINT OF CONSUMPTION
LIBERAL CRIMINOLOGY, PROHIBITION AND ENJOYMENT

Simon Winlow
Teesside University, UK
s.winlow@tees.ac.uk
This paper begins by describing the fundamental changes that took place on the 
left in Britain during the sixties. It focuses in particular on the rise of the ‘new left’, 
and the influence the new left had upon cultural sociology, cultural studies and 
critical criminology. It looks at and problematicises the Birmingham School’s 
account of consumer motivation and practice, and challenges liberal 
criminology’s romantic obsession with ‘resistance’. To move forward, the paper 
draws upon the concept of the rebellion/conformity hybrid, and argue that 
post-68 consumer capitalism is in fact dependent upon attempts to subvert its 
domination. The paper then looks at Žižek’s account of the reorientation of the 
cultural superego and consumer capitalism’s new injunction to enjoy. Hedonism, 
promiscuity, anti-authoritarianism and carnival do not challenge an austere and 
conservative capitalism, and they do not transgress the symbolic law. The 
capitalism of today is anything but austere and conservative. Rather, all of these 
things are actively solicited by capitalism as it blindly goes about the project of 
securing its own continuity. The paper concludes by making a few suggestions 
about what, in the post-political era, resisting consumer capitalism actually 
means, and how we might begin to challenge of dominance of consumer signs in 
western culture. 
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PRACTICES OF ANONYMITY IN LONDON SEX WORK 

Sophie Day
Goldsmiths
S.Day@golds.ac.uk 
Research with London sex workers led me to consider normative views of the public 
and private as well as models of success in the UK (Day 2007). In the light of concerns 
about anonymity – ranging from new applications for facial recognition to routine 
systems of mandatory surveillance and attempted bans on internet encryption that 
might shelter ‘terrorists’ - it may be helpful to revisit the question of anonymity in sex 
work. I shall explore how context-specific and differential anonymity was both 
protected and breached in the 1990s. More broadly, I ask whether these practices are 
best considered in terms of privacy or, rather, as essential components to a public 
sociality, including core citizenship practices such as voting as well as the use of public 
space? Is this the form of association valued by Habermas (as in the coffeehouses) or a 
‘generic’ public; how do such ‘publics’ combine and diverge? 

SESSION 5

ANTHROPOLOGY AND THE MAFIA
FEMALE HONOUR AND BLOOD FEUDS IN CALABRIA IN A HISTORICAL PERSPECTIVE

John Dickie
University College London
j.dickie@ucl.ac.uk
Contemporary historical thinking on organised crime in Italy emerged, in part, through 
a critique of the work of Northern European and North American anthropology of the 
1960s and 1970s. Anthropologists at this time were pretty much unanimous in decrying 
any idea that the word ‘mafia’ referred to a criminal organisation in Sicily. Instead, they 
treated it as feature of an island culture that had made a failed or problematic transition 
to modernity. What little anthropological work was done on Calabria, a region plagued 
for nearly as long as Sicily by a mafia problem, echoed this pattern. Contemporary 
historical research challenged these findings in a number of ways, including: the use of 
evidence; the view of Southern Italian culture as backward or traditional; the failure to 
grasp the organised and  self-consciously criminal nature of mafia groups, and the full 
complexity of their relationship with the society that hosted them. Despite this critique, 
a number of questionable assumptions about the Calabrian mafia (or ‘ndrangheta) 
have persisted—in part due to the fact that much less academic attention has been 
devoted to the ‘ndrangheta than to its Sicilian sister organisation. Two aspects of 
collective ‘ndrangheta behaviour still tend to be described as “primitive”, “traditional”, 

“backward” and the like:1) blood feuds, which draw family groups into 
seemingly endless rounds of tit-for-tat violence; 2) a cult of female honour so 
strong as to prevent ‘ndrangheta widows, on pain of death, from establishing 
new emotional attachments after their husbands’ demise. Recent research on 
the history of the Calabrian mafia has unearthed trial documentation that 
provides important insights into the origins of these behaviours. What that 
evidence suggests, I will argue, is that these are not longstanding features of 
the ‘ndrangheta’s modus operandi, and still less features of Calabrian culture as 
a whole. Rather, they are recent developments that show the ‘ndrangheta 
developing a distinctive family-based internal culture as its power grew in the 
course of the twentieth century.

ARE CAMORRA GROUPS TRANSFORMING INTO OUTLAW 
GANGS? 

Ernesto Savona
Universita Cattolica del Sacro Cuore, Milan
ernesto.savona@unicatt.it
For decades in Italy the situation of organized crime has been labeled as stable. 
Transformations went unnoticed. After a strong action of Law Enforcement and 
prosecutors the three identified organized crime groups, Sicilian mafia, 
‛Ndrangheta in Calabria, Camorra in Campania, traditionally the less monolithic 
organization, moved differently. Mafia in Sicily sunk in the business activities 
with very low level of violence, ‛Ndrangheta kept its traditional family structure 
that has made this organization less vulnerable to Law Enforcement and 
Camorra accelerated the process of fragmentation. Today’s spread of violence 
in Naples could be interpreted as the further transformation of Camorra 
organizations into smaller gangs. They seem to represent a new generation of 
criminals produced also by the action of Law Enforcement, which created 
empty places in the old organizations. Their links with the old Camorra families, 
their criminal culture, their modus operandi and their businesses suggest that 
the process of fragmentation of organized crime result in a gang format. This 
paper explains this process with relation to the gangs in Naples, provides data 
about the transformation of violence and discusses whether and how this 
process could be extended to other criminal organizations in Italy. Looking at 
the human factor and considering the deviant criminal records of those who 
run the gangs in Naples it is clear that all of them have a history of deviance 
and criminality in their early years, becoming more involved in serious crimes 
when more adults. The gangs are the environment that provides identity. They 
join the gangs because they find in them what they do not find in the outside 
world. The recruitment is easy and almost automatic. 
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Changing the scene and considering the young terrorists that operated in Europe 
recently, there is a common point between the two: they also have deviant and 
criminal records and the link to Islamic religion is casual and not intensive. It comes 
after, as a justification process. They find in ISIL the same environment that provides 
identity. Are these two processes similar? Is recruitment among gangs in the south 
part of Italy with an origin in well-known criminal organizations comparable with the 
radicalization processes of terrorists in Europe?

SESSION 6

STREET TALK AND STREET CAPITAL

Sveinung Sandberg
University of Oslo 
sveinung.sandberg@jus.uio.no
The work of Bourdieu has increasingly gained interest in studies of criminal activity, 
gangs and street culture. This presentation provides and overview over Bourdieusian 
criminology, emphasizing the concepts of street field, street capital and street habitus. 
It further argues that the importance of talk, or stories has been underemphasized in 
these studies. Based on ten years of ethnography and qualitative interviews with street 
dealers, social supply dealers and incarcerated drug dealers, Sandberg describe the 
narrative repertoire of the street field in Norway, including stories of crime business, 
violence, drugs, and the ‘hard life’. The narrative repertoire is constituted by street 
capital, but also upholds and produces this form of capital. Street talk is embedded in 
objective social and economic structures and displayed in the actors’ habitus. The 
stories of street culture bind the street field together: producing social practices and 
social structure, but they are also ambiguous, and open for multiple interpretations. 

STREET POLITICS

Simon Hallsworth 
University Campus Suffolk 
s.hallsworth@ucs.ac.uk
In this paper I want to revisit an old and longstanding debate within critical 
criminology.  Put simply, to what extent do the denizens of the street and its culture 
engage in what might be construed as political activity and, if there is a street politics, 
in what forms does it express itself.  In developing this argument I want to take issue 
with the critical pessimism on the part of the critical left exemplified by the work of 
Winlow, Hall, Briggs and Treadwell (2015) who have castigated the liberal left for what

they call its ‘unworldly optimism’ in celebrating the wave of protests that 
rocked the world in the wake of the financial crisis.  In a post-political present 
they condemn the 'vacuity of contemporary politics'. While mindful of the 
dangers inherent in a rays of sunshine criminology that finds positive 
resistance everywhere, the street I will argue has a politics and it needs to be 
acknowledged and affirmed as such.
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CONFERENCE SPEAKERS' BIO-NOTES

Tereza Kuldova is trained as a social anthropologist and received her PhD from the University of 
Oslo in 2013. Currently, she is a post-doctoral fellow at the Department of Archaeology, 
Conservation and History of the University of Oslo. Tereza’s primary research field has been the 
fashion and art world in contemporary South Asia, and in particular she has studied the elite 
segment of the Indian fashion industry, and the material relations of production and 
reproduction of social hierarchies and class. She is now part of the HERA II Enterprise of Culture 
research project, focusing on internationals structures in the global fashion industry since the 
Second World War. She is the author of the academic monograph Luxury Indian Fashion: A 
Social Critique (London: Bloomsbury, 2016) and editor of the volume Fashion India: Spectacular 
Capitalism (2013), in addition to over 20 academic articles and book chapters in international 
journals and edited volumes. Since 2015 she is the principle investigator on an exploratory 
research project Gangs, Brands and Intellectual Property Rights: A Comparative Study of the 
Transnational Business Organization of Outlaw Bikers and Luxury Brands through the Lens of 
their Legal Battles against Piracy funded by UC Berkeley, Peder Sather Center. From August 
2016 – September 2019, she will continue this research in a new project funded by the 
Norwegian Research Council full time, focusing on the outlaw motorcycle clubs in central 
Europe and their peculiar relation to intellectual property and design. 

Martín Sánchez-Jankowski directs the Institute for the Study of Societal Issues and the Center 
for Urban Ethnography, taught at Wellesley College and the University of New Mexico before 
coming to Berkeley in 1984. He received his Ph.D. from the Massachusetts Institute of 
Technology in political science. His research has focused on inequality in advanced and 
developing societies with a particular interest in the sociology of poverty. His early research was 
on understanding the factors that have influenced the process by which young Mexican 
Americans are socialized into the social and political system of the United States. Some of the 
results of this research are reported in City Bound: Urban Life and Political Attitudes Among 
Chicano Youth (1986). His later research has been directed toward understanding the social 
arrangements and behavior of people living in poverty. The first study of this research project 
was focused on urban gangs and the results were published in Islands in the Street: Gangs and 
American Urban Society (1991). Subsequent studies have been directed at education, some of 
the results being reported in a book co-authored with five other Berkeley faculty 
entitled Inequality By Design: Cracking the Bell Curve Myth (1996); and neighbourhoods with 
those results being published in Cracks in the Pavement: Social Change and Resilience in Poor 
Neighborhoods (2008). He is in the process of finishing two books that report the findings from 
two studies analyzing poverty’s impact on academic achievement and school violence, and is 
currently engaged in comparative field research on poverty among indigenous 
groups within the US, Fiji, and India.

Ernesto U. Savona is Director of Transcrime, Joint Research Centre on Transnational 
Crime professor of Criminology at the Università Cattolica del Sacro Cuore in Milan 
since 2003 (Before at the University of Trento and Rome La Sapienza) and. From 2003 
he is Editor-in-Chief of the European Journal on Criminal Policy and Research and 
editor in Chief of the SpringerBrief series in International and Comparative 
Criminology. Both published by Springer. He was also nominated President of the 
European Society of Criminology for the years 2003/2004. For the term 2010/2011 he 
has been the chair of the Global Agenda Council on Organized Crime of the World 
Economic Forum. Author of many books and articles on organized and economic 
crime with attention to crime policies and their impact, he is also speaker at many 
international conferences. 

John Dickie is Professor of Italian Studies at University College London. He is the 
author of six monographs and numerous other works, most of them about Italy in the 
nineteenth and twentieth centuries. He is perhaps best known for his work on the 
mafia. His most recent book is Mafia Republic (2013), a history of organised crime in 
Italy since the Second World War. Delizia! (2007), his award-winning history of Italian 
food culture, was recently turned into a six-part television series, presented by John 
Dickie, by History Channel Italia.

Sveinung Sandberg's research focuses on processes of marginalisation, violence, 
masculinity, illegal drugs and social movements often using a narrative or discourse 
analytical approach. He publishes widely on a variety of themes, but most publications 
are related to three separate theoretical projects. The first one is summoned up in the 
concept of street capital and introduces Pierre Bourdieu’s theories to the study of 
street culture. Research within this project is published in a series of journal articles and 
in the book Street Capital: Black cannabis dealers in a white welfare state. Here he also 
expands upon Bourdieu by including insights from Foucault and combines these two 
opposites to better understand marginalized groups. The second major project 
concerns contemporary cannabis use, rituals, symbolic and narratives. It takes on the 
dominating thesis of normalization, reconceptualises the notion of subculture, and 
argues that even the use of soft drugs such as cannabis still have subcultural traits. The 
major work is the book Cannabis Culture  (published only in Norwegian), but the 
project has also been published widely in international journals. Sandberg’s most 
recent theoretical project concerns the development of a theoretical and 
methodological framework of narrative criminology. He is central in paving the way for 
this research field, which introduces insights from narrative analysis in sociology, 
anthropology, psychology, literature studies and socio-linguistics to criminology. An 
important publication is Narrative Criminology, edited together with Lois Presser. In his 
own empirical work he has used this framework to study different phenomenon, such 
as drug dealing and smuggling, cannabis use, binge drinking and terrorism.
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Elke Van Hellemont is a post-doctoral researcher at the Leuven Institute of Criminology (Linc) of 
the University of Leuven (KU Leuven). She has a doctoral degree in Criminology and a master’s 
degree in Social and Cultural Anthropology, both from the University of Leuven (KU Leuven). 
Her research interests focus on the seduction of crime, gangs, multidisciplinary and 
multimethod research/

Steve Hall is Professor of Criminology in the Social Futures Institute and co-founder of the 
Teesside Centre for Realist Criminology. Steve and his long-term writing partner Simon Winlow 
have been described as the 'most important criminologists working in Britain today'. His book 
Criminal Identities and Consumer Culture (Willan 2008, with Simon Winlow and Craig Ancrum) 
has been described as ‘an important landmark in criminology’ and his book Theorizing Crime 
and Deviance (Sage 2012) has been lauded as ‘a remarkable intellectual achievement’ that 
‘rocks the foundations of the discipline’. He is also co-author of Violent Night (Berg 2006, with 
Simon Winlow), Rethinking Social Exclusion (Sage 2013, with Simon Winlow), Riots and Political 
Protest (Routledge 2015, with Simon Winlow, James Treadwell and Daniel Briggs) and 
Revitalizing Criminological Theory (Routledge 2015, with Simon Winlow). He is co-editor of 
New Directions in Criminological Theory (Routledge 2012, with Simon Winlow). With Simon 
Winlow and James Treadwell, he is currently working on a book about the English Defence 
League, the rise of right-wing populist politics and the decline of working-class politics in 
England.

Simon Winlow is Professor of Criminology in the Social Futures Institute and co-founder of the 
Teesside Centre for Realist Criminology. Simon and his long-term writing partner Steve Hall 
have been described as the 'most important criminologists working in Britain today'. Simon is 
the author of Badfellas (Berg, 2001), and the co-author of Bouncers (Oxford University Press, 
2003, with Hobbs, Hadfield and Lister), Violent Night (Berg, 2006, with Steve Hall), Criminal 
Identities and Consumer Culture (Willan, 2008, with Steve Hall and Craig Ancrum), Rethinking 
Social Exclusion (Sage, 2013, with Steve Hall), Riots and Political Protest (Routledge, 2015, with 
Steve Hall, James Treadwell and Daniel Briggs), Revitalizing Criminological Theory (Routledge, 
2015, with Steve Hall) and the forthcoming Rise of the Right: The English Defence League and 
the Transformation of Working Class Politics (Policy, 2016, with Steve Hall and James Treadwell). 
He is co-editor of New Directions in Criminological Theory (Routledge, 2012, with Steve Hall) 
and New Directions in Crime and Deviancy (Routledge, 2012, with Rowland Atkinson). 

Simon Hallsworth is Professor of Sociology and Executive Dean for the Faculty of Arts, Business 
and Applied Social Science at University Campus Suffolk. He is anacknowledged expert in 
the study of urban violence and in this capacity has written extensively on the subject 
of street robbery, urban street gangs and weapon use. He has been commissioned to 
conduct research by a range of statutory and non-statutory agencies including the 
Home Office, Youth Justice Board, Metropolitan Police Service, Birmingham Safer 
Partnership and the Council for Europe. In this capacity he has conducted research 
into a range of high profile issues including anti-social behaviour, the police exercise 
of stop and search powers, crime displacement, the illegal taxi trade and gang 

activity. He has also advised government ministers and bodies such as the Association 
of Police Chief Officers on a range of different policy issues around these and his views 
have often been sought by journalists. Simon has also written about mass incarceration, 
the politics of law and order, contemporary state development and more recently 
animal abuse and urban disorder. Between 2007 and 2012 he has also been the 
Southern Chair of the British Society of Criminology and in this capacity has organised 
the Joint BSC and Mannheim Public Seminar Series at the London School of 
Economics. His research work was profiled by the Guardian newspaper.

Sophie Day is Professor of Anthropology at Goldsmiths, University of London. She is 
working currently on concepts and relations of care in the NHS, on associated 
translational research, and on the biographies of houses in Ladakh (North India). Earlier 
in the 2000s, she completed a restudy of sex work with her monograph, On the Game: 
Women and Sex Work, London: Pluto Press (2007).

Hans Nelen is Professor of Criminology at the Department of Criminal Law and 
Criminology of the Faculty of Law of Maastricht University. Nelen has conducted 
research and published extensively on a variety of criminological subjects, including 
police, drugs, corruption, fraud, organized crime, corporate and occupational crime. 
Nelen is also an expert in the field of evaluation studies.

Jussi Perälä is trained as a sociologist and received his PhD from the University of 
Helsinki in 2011. Since his master’s thesis which was an ethnography among high-risk 
drug users Jussi has been interested on groups classified as criminal. His PhD was an 
ethnographic study on drug markets in Helsinki (published in Finnish) where he spent 
five years among drug dealers and users. This ethnography was also published as a 
popular book. Jussi has also been researching cannabis cultivation and has published 
mostly on drug issues both in Finnish and in English. Currently, he is a post-doctoral 
fellow at the Department of Social Sciences of the University of Helsinki. His current 
project (under a working title “For some other reasons?) is a multi-year ethnography 
among international outlaw motorcycle club classified as organized crime by the law 
enforcement officials.



CONFERENCE VENUE

Theologisk eksamenssal
Domus Academica
Karl Johans gate 47, Oslo

Route from hotel to conference venue:


